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 2017 ~ The first few months. (Before Jan’s 2017 trip to Timor Lestè) 

Across the Timor Sea 2017 Newsletter 

The Containers  

Help from Scarborough Rotary ~ Donations in 
Kind, was pivotal in transporting these goods.         

~  We can’t thank them enough.  

In January 2017, two more  sponsored students began their High School education at 

St Francis of Assisi. This means there are a total of 8 ‘Across the Timor Sea’ students 

being supported. Well on the way to a full quota of 12, and the first students 

achieving Graduation.  

The Quiz Night 
The aim of the quiz night was to raise funds for both  
Across the Timor Sea and Donations in Kind 

(Scarborough Rotary).                                                                  
~  Their projects will benefit from this. 

Jennifer Mott was the driving force for the Quiz Night, and 

our thanks do not seem enough to show our appreciation of 

all the time, skill and enthusiasm she gave for the event.  

Our profound thanks to all who helped make the night so       

successful, even with an appalling thunderstorm happening 

at  the time. 

     Jan was overwhelmingly involved in preparing for the Quiz Night 
beforehand, at the Quiz Night on the Friday night, quickly finished pack-

ing for her trip on Saturday, then flew out for her 8th visit to Timor 

Lestè  on Sunday 15th.  

Goods at the Warehouse. 

Packed, ready for loading into the Container. 
Working at the Warehouse. Arrival of goods in Dili. 

Whilst the scholarship program to support the secondary education of two  
Ailalec students each year will always be the priority for ‘Across the Timor 
Sea’, Jan has been the conduit of a remarkable array of donated goods. So much   

of her year has been preparing, packing and organizing boxes of a wide variety of 
goods, backpacks for the students (containing school and personal items), as well  

as donated furniture etc.  

Most of this has ended up in Jan’s family room and courtyard, so when Trevor 

Canning from  Scarborough Rotary, Donations in Kind offered help to transport 
these goods to Dili, it was an enormous relief.                                                                                                 
As challenging as it is to arrange this, Jan is able to see  the difference it all makes ‘at the other end’.  
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Jan’s 8th Visit to Timor Lesté 

Dili Airport 

Jan based her stay in Timor Lestè at the 

Beachside Hotel, Dili.                          

Which was a welcome oasis.  

OCTOBER 16th                                                                                                                                                          

Jan met with Judite Martins at the Rotary International office, then organised for their trip into the mountains the 

next day.  ~ Judite’s guidance and local knowledge was an asset. 

OCTOBER 17th  ~ Travelling into the Mountains                                                                                                    

The journey along the Manatutu Road to St Francis of Assisi School only took 5 hours, which is much less        

challenging than the usual 8, requiring an overnight stay on the way.  The road has been upgraded and makes   

travelling to St Francis, and Ailalec, much easier.                                                                                                                       

Sister Giovanni, gave the travellers a warm welcome and provided comfortable                

accommodation in her compound.                                                                                                                                                                           

The group, in the 4WD, on the way to Ailalec 

The new building being constructed . 

Another on-going project that Across the Timor Sea is supporting, is the building of an Early Childhood Education     
Centre at Ailalec Primary, with the donation of funds for the construction of the building, by the SANGORA Foun-

dation. This was a dream for Jan, because she fundamentally believes in the importance of education, and that a 

good early start is vital.  

Because Ailalec is so remote, progress on this project has been slow, but with Max Bird (from Kwinana Rotary 
Club), and Judite Martins (Rotary International, Dili) mentoring, Jan was able to negotiate the contract with the 

Village Council, and plans are now in place for the building to go ahead. Their experience and advice was invaluable 

and gratefully appreciated. 

 Sr. Giovanni                                                  
is a wonderful live wire, who runs 

her school extremely efficiently.   

OCTOBER 18th  ~Travelling to Ailalec                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Fr. Nico, Madre Sister Theodora, Judite and two boys from St. Francis, accompanied Jan on her trip, further into the 

mountains, to visit Ailalec.  She wanted to finalize the agreement for the next step of the new Pre Primary building. 
~Last year, Jan learned that the Timor Government was going to provide the finance for Ailalec Village to renovate their Primary 

School, however on arriving found that the village had rebuilt the new school instead.      This bodes well for the construction of the 

new Pre-Primary.                                                                               

Sister Theodora (Madre of the Compound where the 
new building is being constructed) explained that, in the 

new building, there will be a Sewing Room to accom-

modate the sewing machines sent up in the container by 

Across the Timor Sea (donated by sponsors).  

Sister Giovani will be coordi-

nating the sewing program.                                       

She expressed gratitude for 

the machines, and is now 

teaching the young Novice 

Sisters how to use them.   

~This is so they are able to help 

teach the girls sewing skills, so 

they can take that skill back to 

their village when they finally 

graduate. 
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OCTOBER 18th  ~Ailalec Village  

 A goal for going into Ailalec was to sign and agree on the next step for 

the construction of the new Pre Primary. As is usual, they were again very warmly welcomed, and were offered coffee and cake 

before the discussions began.                                                                                         

   The boys’ vegetable garden is flourishing.                 

The students supply the St. Francis of Assisi 

community with fresh vegetables every day. 

Across the Timor Sea, 2017 NEWSLETTER 

Eventually everything was agreed on and the papers were signed. Across the   

Timor Sea agreed to pay them US$2,900 to start the building and when the first 

stage has been finished to everyone’s satisfaction the remaining money will be 

deposited in the Dili bank to be handed over to the village by Judite, for the final 

stage.  After the Meeting, the Headmaster’s wife, and other ladies from the      

village, had  prepared a delicious lunch that was greatly appreciated.                                                                                                                          

The meeting took a long time, with a myriad of issues to be ironed out.                        

There is now a new Chief in the village, but the previous chief was included in the 

negotiations, and although he does not read or write, signed the official document 

with his thumbprint.                                                                                                                     

OCTOBER 20th   ~Meeting the Students                                                         

Jan visited St. Francis of Assisi School and met with 

the eight scholarship children, who are thriving with 

the care given by the Fathers and Sisters.                                                                  

The boys had arranged a ceremony of appreciation, 

which was greatly admired.                                     

They presented Jan with a Tai scarf, which was in 

recognition of the contribution given by Across the 

Timor Sea.                                                                              

The group then visited various places around the School. 

The Morning Tea. 
Beautiful scenery on the way to Ailalec. 

At the Village meeting. 

Papers signed, agreement completed. 

Jonia and Madre Sr. Theodora. Papers being signed at the meeting. 

Ladies preparing lunch. 

The St Francis of Assisi Boys’ Assembly. 

The Kitchen.  

The new Ailalec Primary building. At the Meeting. At the special Assembly. 

The St Francis of Assisi  Girls’ Compound. 
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Across the Timor Sea 2017 Newsletter 

Leaving St. Francis the next morning is always tinged 

with a little sadness for Jan, as the Sisters are so     

hospitable,  however returning to Beachside Hotel was 

a time to recharge the batteries and prepare for the 

return to Perth. 

OCTOBER 21st ~Returning to Beachside                                                                                           

Before leaving Dili, Jan visited the UNIMET 

Secondary School, on behalf of Mt. Lawley 

SHS, then Sr Domingas’ School.                        

~ Sr. Domingas runs a remarkable Pre Primary 

School there, with many children (some orphans).            

Jan had a short chat with Sr. Domingas and was 

then shown the new container library, which has 

been equipped through donations from their 

many supporters. (One of which is Scarborough 

Rotary.)                                        

Inside the Container Library. 

UNIMET Secondary School, Dili 

Sporting equipment donated by Mt Lawley S.H.S. was very appreciated. 

The ocean view from Beachside Hotel, Dili .  

Leaving         

St Francis . 

Saying goodbyes at St Francis of Assisi. 

 Sr. Domingas’ School 

Container Library. 
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Fr. Nico at the Morning Tea, before the meeting  

Across the Timor Sea, 2017 NEWSLETTER 

Photo Gallery :Ailalec, 2017 : 

Jan signing the contract for the construction of new  Pre-Primary building. 

Residents of Ailalec Village. 

Ailalec Village children. 

On leaving Dili, the Air North plane was late leaving the tarmac, which meant Jan had to spend another overnight 

stay in Darwin before finally boarding the Qantas plane early the next morning.  

The trip had been very successful, and the village will now go ahead with the building of the new Pre Primary 
School, thanks to the wonderful support from the Sangora Foundation. Jan was also able to monitor the progress of 

the Across the Timor Sea scholarship program, which is really showing pleasing outcomes. 

On returning to Perth, Trevor Canning (who coordinates the container for Donation in Kind, Scarborough Rota-

ry Club) informed Jan their container was ready to be packed for shipment to Timor Lesté. ~ 148 Boxes and Bags, 

office equipment for the teachers, and many tables, desks and chairs for the students were packed and sent . 

Hard at work, packing an assortment of goods in the ‘Donations in Kind’ container, which is being prepared for transport to T imor Lestè. 

Fr. Nico, enjoying the morning tea. 

Sr. Theodora admiring a baby.. 



6 

 

At St. Francis of Assisi School: 

Across the Timor Sea, 2017 NEWSLETTER Photo Gallery (Continued)~ 

Administration Office , St Francis of Assisi school.  

 

At the St Francis of Assisi Boys Assembly 

Four of the Across the Timor Sea students, with 

their Headmaster, Fr. Nico. 

Students working at their desks. 

 Ailalec: 

The New Ailalec Primary School Inside an Ailalec Primary School classroom. 

Outside an Ailalec Village 

home. 

 

Supporting the       

education of the     
students will always be 

a priority for Across 

the Timor Sea . 

On the outdoor stage, at the St Francis of 

Assisi Assembly 

 

At the St Francis of Assisi Pre-Primary. 

 

EZOLITO   
Replacement for 
Pascoal in the   

Across the Timor Sea 

scholarship program.  
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Across the Timor Sea 2018 Update : 
The work goes on………..  

We’re on the WEB: 

acrossthetimorsea.com 

9 of the 10 Across the Timor Sea Students January 2018 (Josepha missing) 

Domingos & Octaviano  

The new  Across the Timor Sea students, January 2018 

Donated equipment for the Computer Room,                                         

being loaded onto the truck. 

Teachers learning how to use the Computers. 

Students working hard at their Computer Studies. 

The Container of goods being unloaded . DILI 

The Donations in Kind (DIK) wing       
of  Scarborough Rotary have been a 

tremendous support for Across the Timor 

Sea, and we can’t express our thanks fully 
enough. No more so, than with the help 

they have given to enable a Computer 

Lab to be set up at St Francis of  Assisi 
School in Timor Leste`.                            

It has been wonderful for ‘Across the Ti-
mor Sea’ to simply be a conduit for this 

project. 

The importance of being able to access a    

computer, and learn how to use one, is 

huge. The skills gained are immeasurable. 

At the unloading of goods, in Dili 

Students using the Computers. 

Bags containing Backpacks, ready for presentation to students.      January 2018 

Across the Timor Sea 2017 Newsletter 
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 Support Ailalec Primary School, by donation of school supplies, sporting equipment, etc. 

 Support the ‘Nicolay/Baretto’ scholarship program. Tuition & accommodation for 1 year is $450 

per child. Any contribution will make a difference. 

 

Bank Details: 

Bank: P&N (Police and Nurses) 

BSB: 806-015 

Account Number: 01861295 

Account Name: Jan Roberts 

  

Hopefully, contributions will accumulate to enable Across the Timor Sea to support able students 

to complete their tertiary education, with the expectation that they will return to Timor Lestè and 

contribute to their community. 

 

If you wish to learn more, please contact Jan Roberts by e-mail at  

   acrossthetimorsea@gmail.com 

   deedee1@iinet.net.au 

 

                                 …..  or by mobile on 0468 328 585. 

 

How You Can Help 

https://acrossthetimorsea.com/objectives/

